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Accounts of the Revival cf Religion in Bofton, 
continued. 

E feem’d to have no Regard to pleafe the Eyes of 
his Hearers with agreeable Gefture, nor their Ears 
with Delivery, nor their Fancy with Language ; 

but to aim directly at their Hearts and Con/ciences,to lay open 
their ruinous Delufions, fhew them their numerons, fecret, 
hypocritical Shifts in Religion, and drive them out of every 
deceitful Refuge wherein they made themielves eafy, with 
the Form of Godlinefs without the Power. And many who 
were pleafed in a good Conceit of themielves bef re, now 
found, to their great Diftrefs, they were enly felf-dece’ ed 
Hypocrites. And tho’ while the Difcovery was meking, 
fome at firft raged, as they have owned to me and or 


yet in the Progrefs of the Difcovery many were forced to 
fubmit ; and then the Power of Gop fo broke and humbled 
them, that they wanted a further and even a rhe rouch Dif 
covery ; they went to hear him, that the fecret Corruptions 
and Delufions of their Hearts might be more difcovered ; 
and the more /earching the Sermon, the more acceptuble it 


was to their anxious Minds. 

From the terrible and deep Convictions he had paffed thro’ 
in his own Soul, he feem’d to have fach a }ively View of the 
divine Majetty, the Spirituality, Purity, te ivenefs, and 
Stri€tnefS of his Law ; with his glorious Holinefs, and Dii- 


ag at Sin, his Juftice, Truth and Power in punifhing 
the Danined ; that the very Terrors of — + feem’d to rife 
in his Mind afreth; whén he difplay’d and brandifh’d them 


in the Byes of oncdemetal Saners. And tho’ fome could 
fot bear th ¢ Reprefentation, and avoided his Preaching ; 
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the Arrows of Convidtion, by his.Miniftry, feem’d fo deep); 
to pierce the Hearts of others, and even fome of the moi 
ftubborn Sinners, as to make them fall down at the Feet of 
Cuauist, and yield a lowly Submiffion to him. 

And here I cannot but obferve, that thofe who call th, 
Comvidtions by the Name of religious Frights or Fears, any 
then afcribe them to the meer natural or mechanical Infiuer.. 
of terrible Words, Sounds and Geflures, moving Tones, or be, 
terous Ways of (peaking, appear to me to be not fufficientiy 
acquainted with the Subjects of this Work, as carried on in 
the Town in general, or with the Nature of their Conydi- 
ons ; or at leaft as carried on among the People I have con 
verfed with. For] have had awakencd People of every Aj- 
fembly of the congregational and prefbyterian Way in Town, 
in confiderable Numbers repairing to me from Time to 
‘Time ; and from their various and repeated Narratives tha!) 
fhow the Difference. 

I don’t remember any crying out, or falling down, or farnt- 
ing, either under Mr. Wautefield’s or Mr. Fenment's Minitiry 
all the while they were here ; tho’ many, both Women and 
Men, both thofe who had been vicious, and thefe who had 
been moral, yea, fome Religious and Learned, as wel) a 
Unlearned, were in great Concern of Soul. But as Dr. Ct 
man well exprets’d it in his Letter of November 23. 1741. 
« We have feen little of thofe Extreams or fuppofed Bie- 
‘ mifhes of this Work in Boffen, but much of the blefied 
« Fruits of it have fallen to our Share. Goo has ipoken te 
€ usin amore foft and calm Wind; and we have nerher 
* had thofe Outcries and Faintings in our Ajembsies, which 
* have difturbed the Worfhip in many Places ; nor yet thole 
* Maniteftations of ‘Joy imexprejible, which now fill fome 
* our Faflern Parts.’ 

As to Mr. Wihitefeld’s Preaching --- It was, in the Ale» 
r, moving, carnett, winning, melting: But the mecharr 
al Influence of this, according to the ufual Operations of 
mechanical Powers, in two or three Days expired, with 
many im two or three Liours ; andi belicve with the owt 
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gs foon as the Sownd was over, of they got out of the Houle, 
or in the frit Converfation they fell into. But with rhe 
Manner of his Preaching, wherein he appear'd to be on car- 
nett, he deliver'd thefe vital Truths which animated al) ous 
Martyrs, made them triumph in Flames, and led he Hearers 
into the View of that vrtel, mmerd, ef! ce Piety which wo ve 
meet Effect of the mighty and fupernatural Operatron of a 
divine Power on the Souls of Men ; which only will fup 
port and carry through the tharpett Trials, and make meet 
tor the Inheritance of the Saints in Leght. Hee chet and 
earneft Defires and Labours appeared to be the fame with 
ne Apottle Peal tor the viltble Saints at Apheiur , ver. that 
they magi brow (t ¢. by Experience whut ot the cx codrese 
Greatnefs of bis Power (1. ¢. the Power of Wioo) te #: ward 
woe believe accerding to the wer bing of bis mighty Prwer wh > 

swroaght im Curnisr when be reared bim from the Dead 

koh. t. And they were thefe Th ngs, and thus Sort of 

Preaching with furprizing Fervency that the Hoty Srieiy 

was pleated to ule as Means to make many fentibic the ancw 

nothing of the fe mighty Operations, nor of thefe vital Prin- 
os within them : but that with S:mon Ale eur, who wasa 
vole Behever and Profetlor of Cuater and bt R 


ney were rm the Gall of Bitterness ana on te Hina of lagers , 
e. in the Srate, Pollution, Gaudet and Power of Sin, wi 
mexprefiibly more difagreable to the | (5 tham the 
vot bitter Gall to Men, and wil) be Bictermets to them, 
without a mrghty Change, in the latter i 
It was by fuch Means as thetic, that the Hoty Srtais 
red and awakened the Conferences 6! many , o a 
tye mechanical Influence on the animal Pathos d, til 
contipued thefe Convictions, not only tur many Jes, but 
Veet: and Months after the Sound was over, yea, te 
very Dey with forme , while they cxucit gthers to an carnett 
am perfevering Application to Jesus for hu Sriait to 
yeccken them, tll they came toan bopetul Perception of hes 


cemng fnflaence in them , and while mm eter: the | 
mn and offended Setair leaving of toffrive, thefe Cx 
tons in their Conferences, the Efedts thereof ,bay 


voner or later dred away. 


As to Mr. Teament’s Preachong --- lew one 
‘rreele and /ear: rar. be was often tor As 
‘*, 4 be acetic fo the iwred Cra 6 
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dreadful Holinel, Juice, Law, Threatnings,T ruth,Power, 
Majefty of God ; and his Anger with rebellious, impenitent, 
unbelieving arid chriftlefs ‘Sinners ; the awful they 
were every Momentin of being ftruck downto’ Hell, and 

being damned for ever 5 with the amazing Miferies of that. 
Place of Torment. - But his Exhibitions both for Matter and 
Manner iell inconceivably below the Reality’; And tho’ this 
terrible Preaching may ftrongly work on the animal Palions 
and frighten the Hearers, rouze the Soul, and prepare the 
Way for terrible Convictions ; yet thofe meer ‘animal Tere 
vers and thefe Conyiétions are quite different Things, 

Nothing is more obvious than for Peon te as to be cod Hel 

terrified with the Apprehenfions of Gop, Eternity and 

and yet have mo Convidzions. a 

“As in Old England & New \have been a conftant Preacher 
and Obferver of the religious State of thofe whe heard me, 
for above zbirty Years; they have pafled under iany Scores 
of moft dreadful Tempefts of Fhunder and Lightening : where: 
jn, as the P/almif* reprefents,'* the Voice of the Lorn was 
* upon the Waters, the Gop of Glory thundered, the Voice 
$ of the Lorp was powerful, the Voice of the Lorp was 
© full of Majefty ; the Voice of the Lor p broke the Cedars, 
© divided theF fas of Fire,fhook the Wildernefs, 8 (in the. 
* darkeft Night) difcovered the Forefts’. Yea, even fince 
the Revival, wiz. On Friday Night Fuly 30. 1742, ut the 
Leéure in the South Church, near nine-o’Clock, being very. 
dark, there came on a very terrible Storm of Fbunder and 
Lightening : And jult ‘as the Bleffing was given, an amazing 
__ Clap broke over the Church with piercing Repetitions, which 

fet many a fhrieking, and the ‘whole Aflembly ints? great 
Confternation: Gop then appeared ¢ terrible out of his high 
* Places; they heard attentively the Noife of his Voice, and 
¢ the Sound that went out of his Mouth ; he direéted it un- 
© der the whole Heaven, and his Lightening to the Ends of 
* the Earth); after ita, Voice roared; he thundered marve-, 
¢ -loufly with his Voice* and at this the Hearts of many (as 
‘- Elsbu’s) trembled, ahd were moved out of their’ Places’ 
for near two Hours together. And yet in all thzfe Difplays 
of the Majefty of Gop, and terrifying Apprehenfions of 
Danger of fudden Deftruction, ‘neither in this furprizing 
Night, nor in all the Courfe of: thirty Years have I: fearce 
known any by thefe Kinds of Terrors brought undef genus 
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jac Convictions. And what Minifter has a Voice likeGo 

and ‘yno can thunder like Him? — — ke 
So on Lord’s-Day :Fune 3d laft, in our Time of pub- 


Jick Worthip in the Forenoon, when we had been about 2 


Quarter of an Hour in Prayer, the mighty Power of Gop 
came on witha furprizing Roar and Earthquake; which 
made the Houfe with all the Galleries to rock and tremble, 
with fuch a grating Noife.as if the Bricks were moving out 
of their Places to come down and bury us: which exceed- 
ingly difturb’d the Congregation, excited the Shrieks of ma- 
ny, put many on flying out, and the Generality in Motion. 
But tho’ many were greatly terrified, yet in a Day or two 
their Terrers feem’d to vanifh, and I know of but two or 
three feized by Conviéfions on this awful Occafion. 

No! Conviéfion is quite another Sort of a Thing. It is 
the Work of the Spirit of Gop, a fovereign, free and 
almighty Agent ; wherein he gives the finful Soul:fuch a 
clear and lively View of the Glory of the divine Sovereignty, 
Omniprefence, Holinefs, Juftice, Truth and Power; the 
Extenfivenefs, Spirituality and Striétnefs of his Law, the 
binding Nature, Efficacy and Dreadfulnefs of his Curfes » 
the Multitude and Heinoufnefs of its Sins both of Commif- 
fion and Omiffion ; the horrible Vilenefs, Wickednefs, Per- 


_ verfenefs and Hypocrify of the Heart, with its utter Jmpe- 


tence either rightly to repent, or believe in Curist, or 
change itfelf; fo that it fees itfelf in a loft, uudone and perifh- 


- ing State ; without the leaft Degree of Worthine/s to recom- 


mend it to the holy and righteous Gon, and the leaft Degree 
of Strength to help itfelf out of this Condition. Thefe Dif- 


' Goveries are made by Means of fome revealed Truths, either 


in the Reading, Hearing or Remembrance : when in the Hear- 
ing, fometimes by Words of Terror,and fometimes by Words 
of Tendernefs : And the Hoty Spirit with fuch internal 
Evidence and Power fo applies them to the Confcience, that 
they become as/harp Arrows piercing into the Heart, wound- 
ing, paining and fticking in it, when all the mechanical Im- 


. preffions of frightful Sounds are over, fometimes for many- 
Days, Weeks and Months, if not Years together ; until this 


DIVINE AGENT, by thefe and other Convictions, agreeable 
to his infpired /Vord, intirely fubdues the Soul to CHRIST ; 
ps being ungratefully treated, withdraws his convincing In- 
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fluence, and leaves the Heart and Confcience to greater and 
more dangerous Hardnefs and Stupidity than ever. 

Such were the Conviétions wrought in many Hundreds in 
this Town by Mr. Tennent’s fearching Miniftry : And fuch 
was the Cafe of thofe many Scores of feveral other Congre- 
gations as well as mine, who came to me and others “for 
Dire&tion under them.’¢ And indeed by all their Converfe 
I found, it was not fo much the Terror as the fearching Na- 
ture of his Miniftry, that was the principal Means of their 
ComviGion. It was not meerly, nor fo much his laying open 
the Terrors of the Law and Wrath of Gop, or Damnation 
of Hell; (for this.they could pretty well bear, as long as 
they hoped thefe belonged not to them, or they could eafily 
avoid them ;) as his laying open their many vain and fecret 
Shifts and Refuges, counterfeit Refemblances of Grace, delufive 
and damning Hopes, their utter Impotence, and impending 
iy Danger of Deftrudion : whereby they found all their Hopes 
at and Refuges of Lies to fail them, and themfelves expofed to 
es eternal Ruin, unable to help themfelves, and in a Joft Con- 

i dition. ‘This /earching Preaching was both the /uiteb/e and 
1 principal AZcans of their Conviétion : Tho’ ’tis moft evident, 
the moff proper Means are utterly in/ufficient ; and wholly de- 
| pend on the fevereign Will of Gop, to put forth his Power 
iy and apply them by this or that foftrument, on this or that 
" Perfon, at this or that Seafon, in this or that Way or Man- 
ner ; with thefe or thofe permitredCircumftances, Infirmities, 
Corruptions, Errors, Agencies, Oppofitions ; and to what 

Degree, Duration and Event he pleafes. 
r A remarkable Initance of Conviétion alfo, has been fome- 
times under the Miniitry of the Rev.Mr. Edwards of Nort! - 

; hampton: A Preacher of a low and moderate Voice, a 
; natural Way of Delivery; and without any Agitation 
of Body, or any Thing elfe in the Manner to excite Atten- 
tion ; except his habitual and great Solemnity, looking and 
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i t The fame Kind of /ea. ching Preaching by our own Mini/- 
ters and others, I alfo obferved was the moft fuccefsful 
' Means of bringing People into powerful Convid?ians, of 
clear and awakening Views of their /infu/and /sff Condi- 
4 tion, and their abfolute Need of Curis? to find and fave 
, them. 
fpeaking 
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{peaking as in the Prefence of Gon, and with a weighty 
Senfe of the Matter delivered. And on the other Hand, I 
have known feveral very worthy Minifters of loud and rouz- 
ing Voices ; and yet to their great Sorrow the Generality of 
their People, for a long Courfe of Years afleep in deep Secu- 
rity. 4dtis juft as the Hoty Spirit pleafes, to hide Occa- 
fions of Pride from Man: And if Mr. Tennent was to come 
here again and preach more rouzingly than ever, it may be, 
not one Soul would come under Conviéion by him. 

On Monday Afarch 2. 1740,1. Mr. Tennent preach’d his 
farewel Sermon to the People of Bofion, from Aéts xi. 23. 
to an Auditory extreamly crowded, very attentive and much 
affeéted, in Dr. Colman’s Houfe of Worthip. It was an 
affectionate Parting, and as great Numbers of all Conditions 
and Ages appear’d awakened by him, there feem’d to be a 
general Sadnefs at his going away. 

Tho’ it was natural for ’em to refort abundantly to sim by 
whom it pleas’d the fovereignGopchiefly to awaken them, for 
Advice in their Soul Concerns; yet while he was here,many 
repair’d to their Adiniftérs alfo, and many more and oftener 
when he was gone. Mr. Tennent’s Miniftey, with the vari- 
ous Cafes of thofe reforting to us, excited us “to treat more 
largely of the Workings of the Sprriv of Grace, asa SPI- 
Rit of Conviftion and Conver/ion, Con/alation and Edification 
in the Souls of Men, agrecable to the Haly Scriptures, and 
the common Experiences of true Believers. 

And now was fuch a Time as we never knew. The 

Rev. Mr. Cooper was won’t to fay, that more came to him 
in one Week in deep Concern about their Souls, than in the 
whole twenty-four Years of his preceeding Miniftry. Ican 
alfo fay the fame as to the Numbers who repaired to me. 
By Mr. Cooper’s Letter to his Friend in Scotland, it appears, 
he has had abou t fix Hundred differentPerfons in three Adonthsa 
Time: And Mr. /¥etd informs me, he has had tn the fame 
Space above a Theufand. 

Agrecable to the numerous Bills of the Awakened put up 
in publick, fometimes rifing to the Number of Sixty at once, 
there repaired to us both Beys and Girls, young Men and . 
iomen, Indians and N: trees, Leads of Families, oged Per- 
tons; thofe who had been in fu.d Communion and going on in 
a Courfe of Religion many Years. 
. s 
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under a deep Senfe thereof ; fome under great Temptations ; 
fome in great Concern for duis Souls ; fome in ereatDiftrefe 
of Mind for Fear of being unconverted ; others for Fear 
they had been all along building on a Righteoufnefs of their 
own, and were ftill in the Gall of Bitternefs and Bond of Inj- 
quity. Some under flighty, others under ftrong Conviéions 
of their Sins and Sinfulnefs, Guilt and Condemnation, the 
Wrath and Curfe of Gop upon them, their Impotence and 
Mifery ; fome for along Time, even for /everal Months un- 
der thefe Convictions : fome fearing leaft the Hoty Spirit 
fhould withdraw ; others having quenched his Operations, 
were in great Diftrefs leaft he fhould leave them for ever : 
Perfons far advanced in Years afraid of being left behind, 
while others were haftening to the great REDEEMER. 

Nor were the fame Perfons fatished with coming once or 
twice, as formerly, but again and again, | know not how 
often ; complaining of their evil and curfed Hearts ; of their 
paft and prefent Unbelief, Pride, Hypocrify, Per fidioufnefs, 
Contempt of Chrift and God, and ‘Alienation from them, 
their Love and Captivity to Sin, and utter Impotence to 
help themfelves, or even to believe on Chrift, &¢. renoun- 
cing every Degree of Worthinefs in and ut erly condemning 
themfelves ; greatly afraid of deceiving their own Souls ; 
and earneftly deftrous of being fearch’d, diicover’d and fhown 
the true Way of Salvation. 

Both Peopie and Minifters feem’d under a divine Influence 
to quicken each other. The People feem’d to have a re- 
newed Tafte for thofe e/d pious and experimental Writers; 
Mr. Hooker, Shepard, Gurnal, William Guthrie, Jofeph Aicin, 
T/aac Ambrofe, Dr. Owen,& others ; as well as /ater-- fuch 28 
Mr. Mead, Flavel, Shaw, Willard,Steddard,Dr. Increa/e and 
Cotton Mather, Mr. Mather of Windjor, Mr. Boficn, &c. 
The evangelical Writings of thefe decec afed Authors, as well 
as of others alive, both in England, Scotland and New-Eng- 
land, were now read with fingular Pleafure ; fome of them 
reprinted and in great Numbers quickly bou; geht and ftudied. 
And the more Experimental our Preaching was, like thein’sy 
the more ’twas relifhed. 
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